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Fighting Sexual Slavery: 


The Realities in the U.S. and 


Globalizing 
Sexual 
Slavery 


by Carly Hutchinson 

So many victims of sex traf- 
ficking throughout the world are 
female children. Arecent Asia Watch 
report told of thirteen-year-old “Lin 
Lin” who was trafficked from Burma 
into Thailand after a “work agent” 
paidher father US$ 480. Lin Lin would 

have to pay back thatsum with wages 
earned in Thailand. Lin Lin was un- 
aware what work she would be 
performing in Bangkok until she 
arrived three days later at the Ran 
Dee Prom brothel anda man forced 
her to have sex with him for money. 

Whatis sex trafficking? Why 
does it happen? 

Forms of sex trafficking are as 
diverse as prostitution, sex tourism, 
mail order brides, and pornography. 
Inthe context of the Third World, all 
of these ways in which sex is 
commodified are tied to colonialism, 
third world development activities 
or western imperialism in the form 
of multinational or military presence. 

Whether sex trafficking takes 
place domestically or abroad, it 
generally involves the 
commodification of sexin concert with 
the geographical movement of 
women. This displacement of women 
(often from rural to urban areas) 
could be the result of such diverse 
factors as death of a husband, the 
need to escape an abusive relation- 
ship, or larger socio-political issues— 
such as “development.” Two orga- 
nizations having a major impact on 
Third World developmentinclude the 
World Bank (officially the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development) and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). These global 
institutions were established in 1944 
at the Bretton Woods Conference 
heldin New Hampshire. 

The World Bankis comprised of 
five agencies that make loans or 
guarantee credit toits 177 member 
countries. In addition to financing 
projects such as roads, power plants 
and schools, the Bank also makes 
loans to restructure a country’s 
economic system by funding struc- 
tural adjustment programs (SAPs). 
The Bank manages a loan portfolio 


totaling US $140 billion and last year 
loaned a record US $20.8 billion to 
100 countries. 

The mission of the IMF is to 
supply member states with the 
money to help them overcome 
short-term balance-of-payments 
difficulties. However, one key factor 
is that such money is only made 
available after the recipients have 
agreed to policy reforms in the na- 
tional economies—in short, toimple- 
ment a structural adjustment pro- 


“SAPping” the lifeblood of 
women and children 
Examples of policy reforms 


caused by structural adjustment” 


programs (SAPs) implemented by 


the IMF/Worid Bank include in-. 


creased exploitation of natural re- 
sources, privatization, cutsin social 
programs including healthcare, cuts 
in educational funding, removal of 
trade tariffs, elimination of food 
subsidies, drastic reductions in loans 
to farmers and other small business 
people, an increase in export crops, 
reduction in real wages, anda drastic 
devaluation in currency. 

Given the patriarchal nature of 
formerly colonized nations, women 
and children bear the brunt of such 
policies and changes. With extreme 
poverty resulting from many of the 
policy reforms listed above, women 
often work to feed their families by 
engaging in the fringe economy— 
selling fruit drinks on the streets, 
doing other people’s laundry in their 
homes, and cooking food to sell. Some 
are forced to labor in factories doing 
sewing or other high-dexterity jobs 
until they become permanently 
disabled due to the inhumane 
working conditions (women rarely 
remain employed in these sweat 
shops beyond their mid-twenties 
due to disability or theirinability to 
continue to maintain the required 
level of productivity). If none of this 
workis available or provides enough 
income for family subsistence— 
women may resort to prostitution, 
working a phone Sex line, registering 
with a mail order bride agency, or 
any number of other ways that force 
her to commodify her sexuality in 
order to feed herself and/or her 
family. And again, there are women 
who do not voluntarily resort to 
supporting themselves as “sex 
workers”—the story of Lin Lin isa 
case in point. 
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| Will Die 
fore | Am 
Silent 


by Kate Moran 

Chris Grussendorf is a survi- 
vor, but what she had to talk about at 
Mt. Holyoke College on April 11 was 
not your teddy bear hugging inner 
child talk. Chris Grussendorf is a 
survivor of prostitution and the 
pomegraphy industry. She wants 
tostopthe pimps from enslaving and 
killing women and children. “Every 
time one of us escapes there is hope 
forthe others.” 

Chris’s father was a pimp anda 
pornographer; he beat Chris’s 
mother and used her as a model. 
Chris’s pimp/father used her from 
infancy in both prostitution and the 
making of pornography. She spent 
herchildhood going to school during 
the week and the weekend working 
in the sex industry. Her pimp/father 
sold her in brothels, on the street 
and in underground pornography 
houses. The first floor of these houses 
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was for filming pornography, the 
second floor for turning tricks and 
the basement for S/M torture and 
bestiality scenes. Chris as a child 
would spend the weekends being 
moved from floor to floor, sometimes 
she would get food, sometimes not. 
She would sleep when she could on 
the floor: the beds were covered with 
urine and sperm. | 

Chris acknowledged how few of 
the women and girls who were there 
with her survived, and how few of 
those who survive escape. Chris 
escaped her pimp/father through 
his mistakes. He intended to keep 
her and profit from her for the du- 
ration of herlife, he still pursues her, 
hoping to recapture her and force 
her back into the sex industry. 

Chris speaks of places that aren’t 
widely known. As a child she was 
forced to be part of sex shows that 
were part of KKK rallies or held ad- 
jacent to KKK and Nazi meetings and 
rallies. All the sex acts performed at 
these shows would have Aryan su- 
premacist themes or be based on the 
historical torture of Jews and people 
of color. Some scenes glorified sla- 
very, in others she was dressed as a 
young Jewish girl and they would 
perform fake medical “experiments” 
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Gloria 
Anzaldta, 
author of 

Borderlands/ 
La Frontera, 
The New 
Mestiza, 
This Bridge 
Called My 
Back: 
Writings by 
Radical 
Women of 
Color, spoke 
at UMass 
April 10th. 
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Policy Statement 


The Valley Women’s Voice, a monthly feminist newsjournal, welcomes 
women’s writings, poetry, graphics, and photography that reflect a feminist 
commitment to the empowerment of all women. The Voice provides aforum 
for women to share challenging and controversial ideas. We aim to com- 
municate and strengthen bonds between women by making them visible in 
our pages. 

The Valley Women’s Voice is produced on a collective, consensus, 
volunteer basis by a group of feminists. We do not agree with all opinions 
expressed inthe Voice by individual authors, but we accept responsibility 
for choosing to print everything in the paper. 


Announcements 


Issues of the Valley Women's Voice from 
September 1994 to the present are available on 
audio cassette. 
Subscriptions to the Valley Women's Voice are 

free to women prisoners. 


The Voice Collective 


Beth Roberts- personne! director 
Kate Moran- margins and tabs consultant 
Michelle DePesa-coordinator of pictures of dogs 
Kailen Bent - chief of waste management 
Karen Scott - meeting structure development specialist 
Wendy Beck - gaffer 
Glenna Wong - employee benefits manager 
Tam Ward - director of optimism 
Nancy O'Neill - hair and nails 
Andrea Alexander - data processing captain 
Aisha Gabriel - spiritual leader 


Plus: 
Kady, Mary, Ariannaand Crystal, distribution, and Heidi 
Creamer, taping project 


Subscriptions to the 
Valley Women's Voice 
are available for $9.00 a 


Correction 


The artist of the uncredited graphic appearing on the 
Survivor's Page in last month's Voice is Judith Anderson. 
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Contribution 
Guidelines 


The Valley Women’s Voice 
welcomes women’s letters, essays, 
narratives, interviews, newsbriefs, 
poems, short stories, cartoons, 
graphics, and photographs. Written 
submissions should be 3 to 5 pages 
typed, double spaced. Your name, 
address, and phone number must 
be enclosed with all materials so that 
we may verify submissions and/or 
contact you to discuss any necessary 
editorial changes. A short bio- 
graphical statement is also appreci- 
ated. An author who does not wish 
her name to be printed should in- 
dicate this when submitting items. 
Please enclose a SASE if you would 
like materials returned to you. 
Submissions typed on disk are 
greatly appreciated. We use Microsoft 
Word 4.0, and ourcomputer accepts 
double density disks, not high den- 
sity. You may faxarticles or calendar/ 
announcement listings to us at 
(413)545-4751 (please clearly in- 
dicate VWV on each page). The de- 
cision to print materials is made 
collectively, and all major editorial 
changes are made in conjunction 
with the author. However, we re- 
serve the right to make minor edi- 
torial corrections to submissions for 
purposes of clarity and space con- 
straints. 

Send submissions to: Valley 
Women’s Voice, 321 Student Union 
Building, University of Massachu- 
setts, Amherst, MA 01003. If you 
have ideas for future articles, or are 
not sure how your particular in- 
terests and talents may add to the 
paper, call us and let’s discuss the 
possibilities. Our number is 
(413)545-2436. 
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Calendar & 
Announcement 


Listings 

The Valley Women’s Voice 
would like to print announcements 
and publicize events of interest to 
women. Listings are free and should 
be keptto 5 lines in length. (Items will 
be edited to fit space constraints.) 
Announcements for non-profit or- 
ganizations will be given preference 
and additional space when it is 
available. 

Announcements and listings 
must reach us by the 1Sth of the 
month to be included in the next 
month’s issue. Campus Mail often 
adds 1-5 days to the time it takes 
your flyer to reach us. To confirm 
our receipt of your announcement, 
orto make arrangements to drop off 
a last minute item, please call us at 
413-545-2436. The best way to 
insure that your event is advertised 
in the VWV is to purchase a display 
ad and we ask organizations pro- 
ducing feminist events to consider 
supporting the Valley Women’s 
Voice in this manner. 

We request that Calendar list- 
ings provide the following informa- 
tion: name, date, time, and location of 
the event; cost of attending the event 
(sliding scale? work exchange?); the 
sponsor of the event and recipient of 
proceeds, if any; a statement about 
accessibility for disabled women 
(wheelchair accessible? ASL inter- 
preted?); a phone number where 
inquiries may be directed. 

Individuals and organizations 
may request that a photograph be 
printed along with a Calendar listing. 
Black-and-white photographs are 
preferred. Due to space constraints, 
we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication, and 
preference will be given to non-profit 
organizations. 

The Valley Women’s Voice Col- 
lective needs new members to help 
selling ads, answering phones, edit- 
ing, reporting, proofreading and 
layout. We also need women who 
could volunteer 2-3 hours at the 
beginning of each month to distrib- 
ute the papers. And more than 
anything, we need women to send 
us reports on what is happening lo- 
cally and around the world, photos, 
graphics, and clippings for 
newsbriefs. The more you send us, 
a more interesting the paper will 

e! 
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The domestic connection 

In some cases the lines between 
sex trafficking and domestic work 
are often blurred as in the Case of 
mai! order brides and of some pros- 
titutes who also provide domestic 
services. As Luise White in Patriar- 
chy and Class: African Women at 
Home and in the Workplacewrites, 
“Prostitution in Nairobi (Kenya) was 
and is domestic labor.” 

Mail order brides, like the un- 

suspecting Lin Lin traveling hun- 
dreds of milestoabrothel in Bangkok, 
may very well be on their way toa 
similar role in some Western coun- 
try—providing sexual and domestic 
services for food and a place to live. 
The Valley Advocate currently runs 
ads for “Gentlemen” to meet “gor- 
geous Latin women. 450 marriages 
since 1987! 10 gals for every guy...” 
These “Latin” women may be from 
any number of Latin American 
countries feeling the heavy burden 
of structural adjustment programs 
like those mentioned above who are 
looking to marriage as a way to escape 
poverty. Agencies like Cherry Blos- 
som and Sunshine International also 
work to exploit women of color 
through ads that appeal to racist 
patriarchal notions of what a man 
will get if he marries awoman from 
the Third World: a submissive, 
compliant, and servile wife. 

Some might say that these des- 
perate women seeking husbands 
through mail order bride agencies 
are jumping from the proverbial 
frying pan into the fire. Many mail 
order brides not only face exchanging 
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for a home, they may also find 
themselves battered by their new 
husbands. At worst, the bride will 
find herself “married” toa pimp who 
uses the largely unregulated mail 
order bride market to bring vul- 
nerable immigrant women into the 
U.S. or other Western countries for 
prostitution. 

The military, tourism and 
multinationals 

Awhole variety of other forces 

have shaped the landscape of sex 
trafficking over the past half century. 
These range from military bases to 
multinational corporations. Accord- 
ing to Ninotchka Rosca, a Filipina 
political activist, at the turn of the 
century 153 Filipinas were sex 
workers. Currently, some 2 million 
women are in this line of work. Rosca 
encourages awareness of the con- 
nection between a rise in prostitution 
and an increase in Western military 
presence as is the case in the Phil- 
ippines. (The Clark Military Base lo- 
cated in Luzon, the Phillippines, is 
the largest of its kind in the world. 
Used by the Japanese during World 
War II and the U.S. during the 
Vietnam war, it was just turned back 
over the Philippine government in 
1991.) 

With the international expan- 
sion of tourism and entertainment, 
sexual services can now be provided 
in a highly organized fashion. “The 
sex trade is directly tied to national 
hotels, airlines, travel agencies and 
aided and abetted by government 
policies,” said Rosca, during her key- 
note address at the 1994 Women’s 
Conference at UMASS in December. 


businesses, the military, and sex 
trafficking is an obvious one. Both 
the military and businesses createa 
large number of “expatriate” men 
who “require” sexually-focused R&R. 
These male needs for sexual services 
are recognized as big profit for 
lenders as well. Between 1960 and 
1972 the equivalent of some US$ 4 
million were lent out by the Indus- 
trial Finance Corporation of Thailand 
to seven companies providing 
“personal services.” (Truong:1990, 
161) In addition to in-country 
support of the sex industry, West- 
erners have been largely responsible 
for shaping new methods of sex 
service operations beyond tradi- 
tional brothels in the Third World. 
These include girlie and go-go bars 
and sex floor shows. One such ex- 
ample, the “Soi Cowboy”, astreet of 
bars and clubs in Bangkok was ini- 
tiallyset up by aretired US Air Force 
officer. (Ibid: 162) 

In addition to the expatriate 
military and business men, male 
tourists from around the world ex- 
ploit the Third World sex tourism 
trade. Observers note that the 
“growth of the tourist industry has 
been spectacular.” (Ibid: 166) For 
instance, in Thailand tourism-related 
earnings rose from about 200 mil- 
lion baht in 1960 to over 37 billion 
baht by 1986. Itis important to note 
that in Thailand during the late 
1970s the economic contributions 
of primary products such as rice, 
rubber, tin and tapioca declined. 
(Ibid) This meant that jobs in those 
industries (often handled by farm 
families) as well as the products 
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a shift in the economy occurred, 
With the promise to improve 
the standard of living for the peoples 
of the Third World, the forces that 
seek to subjugate the South to the 
North, East to the West, underdevel- 
opment to industrialism, female to 
male continue to use global slavery 
based on racism, sexism and the 
vulnerability of the poor to meet 
their objectives. 
What you can do: action 
steps against sex trafficking 
Ways for activists to fight back 
against sex trafficking involve local, 
national and global actions. Local and 
national newspapers carrying mail 
order bride ads can be petitioned 
and/or boycotted. Contact organi- 
zations like the U.S. 50 Years is 
Enough Campaign, 1025 Vermont 
Ave., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, 
D.C. 20005 (202-IMF-BANK) for in- 
formation regarding action alerts and 
letter writing campaigns to fight 
World Bank/IMF structural adjust- 
ment programs and policies. 
Carly Hutchinson writes about 
women’s issues and works to fight 
violence against women locally 
through the Everywomens’ Center 
Educator Advocate Program. 
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Herbs For Women’s 
Health 


by Karen Scott 

(Note: the law requires this disclaimer. This column is meant 
forinformational purposes only, and is not intended to replace the 
advice of a medical practitioner. Should you use this information 
without the approval of your physician, you are prescribing for 
yourself, which (at the time of press) is still your constitutional 
right; however, the authorand Valley Women’s Voice collective can 
assume no responsibility.) 

Patriarchial western culture has attempted to teach women to 
feel shame about our bodies, especially about the natural process of 
menstruation. Rude jokes about PMS and condescending adver- 
tisements for “feminine hygiene products” are a modern con- 
tinuation of hundreds of years of misogynist cultural attitudes 
regarding our monthlybleeding. These attitudes attempt to conceal 
and trivialize the power to give life which is signified by our blood. 
Today, more and more women are refusing to accept this propaganda, 
and are recognizing the power and beauty inherent in menstruation. 

However, this does not negate the fact that for many women, 
menstruation is a time of discomfort and tension. Much of this 
discomfort is a logical result of living in a society which devalues 
women and does not allow us the time and space to relax and reflect 
during our bleeding, as was the custom in many tribal cultures. 
Simply living in a patriarchy creates stress and tension for women, 
which can manifest as physical symptoms. Also, modern women’s 
diets are often high in animal products, many of which contain 
synthetic hormones and drugs which can cause or aggravate 
menstrual difficulties, as well as many other health problems. 
Virtually all of us ingest some amount of pesticides, heavy metals, 
and other toxins in the food we eat and water we drink. These toxins 
affect our health in many ways, and menstrual difficulties can be 
one of them. 

Chemical drugs for menstrual discomfort, such as Midol, merely 
mask symptoms if they work at all, and do nothing to address the 
underlying causes of the problem. Women have been given 
tranquilizers, birth control pills, oreven hysterectomies to alleviate 
problems with their menstrual cycles. These measures are often 
unnecessary, and detrimental to overall health. There are many 
safe and effective herbs fora variety of menstrual complaints, from 
cramps to PMS to suppressed bleeding. Herel will describe some of 
the remedies which I have used forcommon menstrual difficulties. 

For overall toning and conditioning, a great herb to use is red 
raspberry leaf (Rubus idaeus). Acup of this tea daily will strengthen 
and tonify the reproductive system; it is highly recommended in 
pregnancy, and will also ease crampiness, decrease excess flow, and 
help stimulate flowin non-expectant women. 

For pre-menstrual symptoms, cramping, bloating, orirregular 
cycles, dong quai (Angelica sinensis) can be the answer forwomen 
who respond to it. Try this herbin tablets or tincture, and stopifit 
increases yoursymptoms. This herb is also helpful for menopausal 
symptoms and for general balancing of female hormones. Donot use 
this herb during pregnancy, as it can act as a uterine stimulant. 
Mother wort (leonurus cardiaca) is another great herb that can 
relieve many symptoms such as PMS, cramping, bloating, tension, 
and suppressed menstruation. This herb is not used in 
pregnancy,but can be used during childbirth to relax muscles and 
prevent infection. 

Forcramps and tension, catnip tea (Nepeta cataria) can work 
wonders. If this doesn’t help on its own, my favorite recipe for 
cramps is to add to acup of catnip tea the following tinctures: 1 ml 
valerian (Valeriana officinalis), 2 m\skullcap (Scutellaria lateriflora), 
and 2 ml motherwort. Cramp bark (Vilburnum opulus), feverfew 
(Chrysanthemum parthenium), and passion flower (Passiflora 
incarnata) can all also help relieve cramps. 

For suppressed menstruation, ginger (Zingiber officinale) is 
excellent; use it as hot tea. Black cohosh tincture (Cimicifuga 
racemosa) can also bring on menses, as well as helping to relieve 
vain and cramping. For excessive bleeding, red raspberry is good, 
a$ is shepard’s purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris). Parsley 
(Petroselinum sativum) or nettles (Urtica dioica) can help reduce 
Water retention. 

Along with the herbal remedies, take this time to nurture 
yourself. Try not to overschedule yourself at this time, and give 
yourself permission to relax. Take a hot bath with essential oil of 
chamomile (Matricaria chamomilla), rosemary (Rosmarinus 
officinalis), or whatever you find soothing. Do moontime rituals, 
journaling, orany validating, woman-affirming activities you can 
think of. Itcan also be helpful and healthy to allow yourself to be 
angry at the patriarchial system we live in, and do actions towards 
social change. Don’t underestimate the effect that cultural misogyny 
can have on you and your body, or the degree to which activism can 
make you feel better! 

If you commonly have difficult periods, PMS or irregular 
cycles, it would be a good idea to take a tonic herb every day, such 
as raspberry leaf, dong quai, or motherwort, in addition to Striving 
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to menstrual pain, as well as other health problems. A vegetarian diet is 
healthiest, for many reasons, and can help alleviate menstrual symptoms. 
Although they appear to regulate your cycle, birth control pills disrupt 
the hormone balance of your body as well, and can lead to long term health 
problems such as candidiasis, or even breast cancer. Cigarettes, caffeine, 
sugar, and a diet of refined foods all contribute to cramps and PMS. 
Improving your overall health and using tonic herbs can go a long way 
towards reducing or even eliminating many common menstrual com- 
plaints. In addition, there are many wonderful herbs which help ease 
specific symptoms, as I have described here. An overall change of cultural’ 
attitudes will go a long way towards making menstruation a more pleasant 
experience for all women, as well. My hope is that one day all women will 
experience their monthly bleeding not as a time of pain, inconvenience, or 
shame, but as a joyful time of power and connection to the cycles of the 
earth. 
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Northampton 


by Wendy Beck 

__.. Hundreds of women gathered 
in Northampton on Thursday, April 
1 5th forthe local Take Back the Night 
March. Though it was drizzling and 
Overcast, spirits were high and the 
March was a huge success. The cel- 
ebrations began witha rally on the 
Steps of the Unitarian Society of 
Northampton. Speakers included 
Karen Rock,amemberof the Alliance 
for Economic Justice; Maria Reinat 
Pumarejo, the Youth Program Co- 
ordinator of the Peace Development 
Fund and the Associate Director of 
Casa Latina, the Institute for Latina 
Empowerment; Janet Aalfs, Head 
Instructor of Valley Women’s Mar- 
tial Arts; and Yoko Kato, a local 
businesswoman. A portion of the 
Clothesline Project display was also 
Set up; a series of t-shirts hanging on 
a clothesline inscribed with powerful 

messages from women to rapists, 

abusers, harassers, and to friends 

and family who had been harmed or 
killed. Students from Valley 

Women’s Martial Arts also demon- 

strated their empowering skills. 

The premise of Take Back the 
Nightis simple. Itisan opportunity 
for women to unite and be together 
in safety after dark and to be re- 
minded that we are all subject tothe 
same injustice. Every day we are 
told that it’s not safe to walk alone at 
night and reminded that danger 
lurks under the cover of darkness 
and that we are more vulnerable 
to attack and harassment after dusk 
than we are in broad daylight. 
Take Back the Night is a chance to 
balance the scale, to ignore the 
warnings and to be the intimida- 
tors. While we may not have sev- 
eral hundred loud angry women 
to accompany us to Store 24 every 
time we need a Ben & Jerry’s fix in 
the middle of the night, we can 
remember this Night we Took Back 
and the strength we do possess and 
use our knowledge to Take Back 
Every Night. : 

Weare all survivors, even if we 
think that nothing bad has ever 
happened to us. We live in a world 
that has sold its inescapable message 
of misogyny in magazines, television, 
and business to the highest and 
lowest bidders and everyone in be- 
tween. Those of us who live in this 
world are stronger than we give 
ourselves credit for, stronger than 
men suspect, and powerful enough 
to fight for freedom with enough 
strength left over to help our sisters 
imprisoned by the status quo. We 
must never forget the women who 
yave been injured or killed at the 


® trained in psychosynthesis 
* experienced in Jungian 
approaches to dreamwork 


trandorming old patterns: 
and integrating feelings’ 
thoughts and values 


'g ame 


blood fuel our anger. We must use 
our anger to subvert the shackles 
of oppression and we must build a 
world in which women do not die 
at the hands of men. Taking Back 
One Night is a crucial step in this 
process. Hundreds of us rallied to 


Take Back One Night and hundreds © 


of us have the power to Take Back 
Every Night. We must never for- 
get this. 

As the Valley Women’s Martial 
Arts demonstration ended, shouts 
came from the crowd, “I have the 
power to Say ‘no’!” “Ihave the power 
to love whoever I want to!” “I have 
the power to speak out!” “IT have 
the power to resist harassment!” 
and in this spirit of power, the 
March began. We Marched, 
candles lit, chanting, down Main 
Street, turned right onto Pleasant 
Street, left onto Pearl Street and 
back up Main Street to the Smith 
College campus. On the sidewalks, 
men translated their fear and in- 
timidation into “insults” like 
“Dykes!” and “Man-haters!” and 
horn honking. Ouch! 

At Smith, another rally be- 
gan. Speakers at this rally in- 
cluded area high school and jun- 
ior high students, Michelle Watson 
from Ware High School, Ekene 
Nwokoye of Amherst Regional 
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High School, and Kamiel Solomon selves while we work to create 


of Amherst Regional Junior High 
School, who reminded us that op- 
pression has no age boundaries. 
The fact that these young women 
have educated themselves and 
united against oppression at an 
age when peer pressure often 
drives women and girls to eating 
disorders, alcohol and drug abuse 
and other forms of self-hatred is 
evidence of their incredible 
strength and is a refreshingly 
positive sign for the future of femi- 
nism. 

Also speaking at Smith were 
friends of Tara Hartnett, the UMass 
woman stabbed and burned to death 
by her ex-boyfriend. Kellie Paige 
and Dawn Melchionda spoke of the 
strength of their friend and the grief 
and pain that are still with them 
after this senseless killing. The 
murderer’s sentence of life in prison 
has done nothing toeasethe sadness 
of the loss of their friend, and indeed 
all the anger and punishment inthe 
world cannot bring back the lives of 
women we have lost. Kellie and 
Dawn reminded us that we must be 
ever vigilant for warning signs 
of abuse and that laws are no pro- 
tection. Tara Hartnett’s restrain- 
ing order against her murderer 
did not help her, and we must find 
alternate means to protect our- 


fair, enforced legislation against 
violence against women. 

The next event on the 
evening’s schedule was a Coffee- 
house and Speakout at the 
Northampton Center for the Arts. 
Local women musicians per- 
formed: a capella groups from 
Mount Holyoke and Amherst Col- 
leges, Klaire from Worcester, 
Heather Horak, and Linée 
Perroncel. The Speakout began 
with Chris Grusendorf, a survivor 
of pornography and prostitution 
whose painfully honest testimo- 
nial to the horrors of the pornog- 
raphy industry urged us not to fall 
into the trap of thinking that por- 
nography is hip or harmless, and 
that we are empowering ourselves 
by using it. Several Riot Grrls also 
spoke about their mission which 
is to remind young women that 
they are not alone. A very brave 
girl of about five or six told us that 
her father had sexually molested 
her and reminded us that people 
don’t have the right to touch us 
where we don’t want to be touched. 

All in all, the event was a huge 
success, very empowering and a lot 
of fun. The organizers and sponsors 
of the March did a great job and 
deserve to be commended for their 
efforts. 


SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 


ANNIE MCCOLLUM 


* emphasis on making choices: 


sliding scalp! 586-0963 


After running. the article 
“Valley Trade Connection: Sophis- 
ticated Barter Comes to the Valley” 
last month, we received some com- 
ments from readers questioning 
whether the Valley Trade Connec- 
tion can be accurately classified 
as barter. Since the Valley Trade 
Connection operates by issuing an 
alternative currency, rather than 
by direct exchange of goods and 
services, is it stilla barter system? 
Another issue raised by a reader 
questioned was that of whether 
the VTC actually challenges eco- 
nomic injustice. Since the domi- 
nant society determines that some 
people’s time is worth more than 
others’ and pays workers accord- 
ingly, then those with higher in- 
comes will have increased access 
to the alternative currency of the 
VTC. One reader proposed as a 
more effective model the alterna- 
tive economy of Ithaca, NY, in 
which the basic unit of currency 
is the “Ithaca Hour”. Under this 
system, one hour’s work by any 
person is equal to one hour’s work 
by any other person, which can 
undermine capitalist privilege by 
allowing those with marginal op- 
portunities in the mainstream 
economy to compete on an equal 
footing in the alternative 
economy. We asked Guru Nam Kaur 
Khalsa of the Valley Trade Con- 
nection Steering Committee to re- 
spond to these concerns; the fol- 
lowing is the committee’s reply. 


Reader's Response: 


The Valley Trade Connection (VTC) is a local 
currency system that also fosters barter and eco- 
nomic equality. 

Regarding barter: 

The difficulty with straight barter (exchange of 
goods/service without using money) is that if Ineed 
your service, but you don’t need mine, we either 
have to get additional parties involved or we can’t 
make an exchange. This is cumbersome and is alle- 
viated by the use of a local currency so that I can pay 
for your service with a neutral exchange medium 
and then you can take that ‘earned value’ some- 
where else in the network to get what you need. I, 
and many others in the VTC, have personally en- 
gagedin many straight barter arrangements, which 
works out very well when two parties do need each 
other’s services. The VTC directory gives people 
access to the skills of others who are likely to be open 
to barter arrangements where possible. We encour- 
age folks to make whatever exchanges are mutually 
beneficial - this can involve straight barter, the 
local currency, federal currency or any combina- 
tion. 

Regarding economic equality: 

Iam very aware of the Ithaca Hours system and 
have met with Paul Glover (the system’s founder) in 
person and correspond with him and other local 
currency organizers quite frequently. In practice, 
one Ithaca Hour is valued at $10 (the average wage in 
that area) and many people charge several Hours 
per hour. There is also the expense of overhead and 
ancillary staff to consider when, for example, you 
use the services of a dentist vs. a baby-sitter (who 
would likely charge a Half Hour per hour). Our 
Steering Committee discussed this issue at length and 
decided that minting our local currency in already 
familiar denominations would make it easier to in- 
troduce it to individuals and businesses. (How do you 
even apply the hour for hour concept when you are 
purchasing goods?) We have other means in mind 
for encouraging economic equality and righting 
some of the wrongs of the prevailing economic 
system. We will have grant and no-interest loan 
policies for example. We also expect that many 
‘alternative minded’ people will be attracted to the 
¥TC and offer their goods/services on a friendlier, 
more neighborly basis than a strict, top-dollar busi- 
ness dez!. 
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Survivor’s Circle is a space for women 
survivors of child abuse (sexual, emotional, physi- 
cal) to share their thoughts, poetry, stories, re- 
sources, etc. If you know of a conference, work- 
shop, or other event of special interest to survivors 
pleases let us know! We welcome submissions of all 
sorts. If you have any questions, comments, or 
suggestions please feel free to contact the VWV at 
(413)545-2436. 


Do We Know What We Say 


/ by Tammaira J. Ward : 
This column is entitled “Survivors Circle.” I would like to take some time exploring the meaning of 


— 


i the word “survivor.” It must be noted that one cannot survive physically or emotionally without first \ 
if having been victimized. One must endure the effects of victimization and recognize the personal role \ 
HH victimization has played in one’s life before journeying into the realm of survivor. Although individual \\ 


j paths may vary in terms of ways to deal with abuse, every single survivor goes through distinct steps to become a \ 
| survivor. In order to change patterns of victimization one must make a commitment to oneself to do all the internal \ 
| work needed to transcend from victim to survivor. ‘ ng: aoe | 
These steps are jagged and steep. Often during the distinct period of time when oneremains a victim one s vision | | 
| is obscured by the ever-present patterns of abuse that live deep within. While one’s recovery is always one’s own, 
| many people will be needed to clear up all the misconceptions victims typically hold, such as the belief that one is 
\ inherently bad or ugly. Others are always needed to contradict a victim’s internal depreciating voices and j 
\ unnoticed outward behaviors that serve to perpetuate the victimization cycle. net Jae | 
\ A victim is an individual that unconsciously repeats the patterns of victimization they have been taught. ! 
\ They are often caught up in the crisis of the abuse and cling to defense techniques that limit their present world. iI 
\ They have difficulty facing the abuse in a manner that produces in roads to healing their open wounds. /I 
Sometimes, they do not recognize they boundaries that keep them from taking the risks that lead to personal i 
growth. These are only some of the aspects of abuse victims must explore to become survivors.. Wi 
A survivor is an individual who consciously chooses to bread their dysfunctional cycles /} 
\ that, in the past, led them to further victimization. Survivors are individuals who are able to /f 


PORN... 


and other kinds of torture on her. In 
one scene at a KKK rally she was cast 
as the pure Aryan maiden and forced 
to sit helpless in a cage next toa 
young African-American boy who 
bled to death from wounds the pimps 
hadinflicted on him. His death was 
sexual entertainment for the KKK. 
These torture rallies do exist Chris 
reminded anyone who found these 
things hard to believe that less then 
100 years ago in this country en- 
slaved African-Americans who tried 
to escape were tortured and mur- 
dered as a public show, drawing 
hundreds of white sadists to cheer 
the torture and killing on. 

In hertalk, Chris was careful to 
acknowledge the part that white 
privilege playedin her survival, that 
pimps were more sadistic and brutal 
to women and children of color. By 
speaking out, she keeps alive the 
stories of all women and children 
who had been in those torture places 
and did not survive. For example, 
there is a friend of Chris’s who may 
notlive much longer. She is running 
from her pimps and has narrowly 
escaped them manytimes. Nomatter 
what she does they find her. Inthe 
making of sadistic pornography and 
for their own enjoyment, they 
carved swastikas so deeply into her 
flesh that no plastic surgeon has been 
able to remove them. Pimps often 
brand their children: it makes them 
easier to find at rallies, in pornog- 
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raphy houses, and at auctions, where 
they're using so many children at 
once they might get mixed up. This 
woman has carried a Nazi brand 
throughout her life, yet nothing 
marks the men who did this to her. 

Chris Grussendort’s speech at 
Mt. Holyoke was made possible by 
Darah Cole who enlisted the support 
of these Mt. Holyoke groups: Spec- 
trum; the Lesbian Bisexual Alliance; 
WASH, Women Against Sexual Ha- 
rassment; WHEN, Women's Health 
and Equality Now and Karen Jacobus 
of the Health Educators and the Queer 
Community Alliance of Hampshire 
College, as well as Necessities/ 
Necesidades of Northampton, andthe 
Valley Women’s Voice. Darah in- 
troduced the talk by reading several 
letters from the WHISPER Newslet- 
ter. The acronym WHISPER stands 
for Women Hurt In Systems of 
Prostitution Engaged In Revolt. The 
group, headquartered in the Mid- 
west, is actively involved in trying to 
help women who want to escape 
prostitution. This country has few 
resources for women wanting to 
escape the prostitution/pornogra- 
phy industry. Chris urged local 
battered women’s shelters to offer 
shelter and support to these women 
and advertise that they offer support 
to women in the sex industry, we 
should not rank oppressions. Male 
violence is male violence. Those of us 
who escape having to satisfy men 


look at their abuse outright, exploring it’s effects and finding avenues for the internal change // 
\ necessary to become strong again. Survivors are individuals that enjoy life. They Wi 
\ discard old defense patterns that no longer have a functional place in their lives. fo 
\ Survivors realize that they are responsible for creating a fulfilling life for Wi 
themselves after the event of abuse. Once they find their personal answers they y, 
apply that knowledge to make a better life in which they thrive. 


today, may live with memories of 
childhood rape orthe threat of what 
we may have to do tomorrow. It is 
important that all women show 
solidarity with women who have 
been men's victim. 

“Pornography is a Male Birth- 
right”, Chris said. And she spoke of 
being a lesbian within the increas- 
ingly “queer” political climate, where 
lesbians were becoming increasingly 
identified with the male gaze and not 
with the women who are the subject 
of that gaze. She talked of beingona 
gay games team and her teammates 
talking of going to NYC and “doing” a 
prostitute. Comments like that out- 
rage her as do “lesbian” strippers 
who say they are “honoring” women 
in the sex industry by imitating the 
lives and choices of women whose 
lives these lesbians know nothing 
about. Unlike Lesbian-Feminism, 
Queer politics silences lesbians who 
have survived male violence and 
replaces their realities with the post- 
modern theories of academics. Chris 
pointed out the apparent contra- 
diction between believing women 
chose prostitution as a career and 
knowing the statistics that say that 
women enter prostitution at the 
average age of 14 and that 80% of 
those girls say they have been 
sexually abused. 

“We must replace their lies with 
our truths” Chris said in the begin- 
ning of her talk and for meit wasa 


relief to again be surrounded by 
women and lesbians who acknowl- 
edged the severity of male violence. 
Most women and lesbians I know 
choose not to acknowledge it. Afew 
months ago! was telling a new dyke 
friend that I saw a young girl 
screaming and struggling to escape 
from where she was being taken on 
the bus. I worried for days that she 
had been taken to a ritual or toa 
porn house that was on my bus route. 
When I told the new friend this, she 
cracked up laughing and told me that 
the things I thought about were very 
weird. Well for one night me and my 
concerns were shared, not dismissed 
as weird, there was a large group 
that felt the same way. There were 
150 people, mostly women and les- 
bians there. We believed our own 
Stories, we were angry and we 
wanted to stop the men from killing 
women and children to feed their 
pornographic desires. As Chris 
Grussendorf said “It must be stopped, 


we must stop it, it is our responsi- 
bility.” 


Victoria A we oA Column on the Internet will be written by 
The Internet 7,2 ner Of the Internet Connection in Amherst. 
and consulting: meen Provides affordable Internet training 
gathering a side installations and access; information 
series. ocument delivery; and an Internet seminar 
tie Boeentemnet Connection services are designed to equalize 
tO the hone between those with and without access 
those with _ -i ecognition of a further discontinuity between 
Biverte positive reaction to the presentation (the perceived 
= nce of accessing the Internet via technology and cost 
ructures) provide further topics for consideration. 

Sustained equalization of women, as well as empowerment, 
requires primarily an understanding of the phenomenon of the 
Internet and preferably access to the Internet. Access and a 
positive presentation are empowering, personally as well as for 
networking and communication functions. 

The Valley Women’s Voice column, “The Internet Connec- 
tion” will address these issues as well as others raised by the . 
community. This month’s column will provide an introduction. 
to the Internet. Next month’s column will provide an introduc- . 
Mon to Internet services available and specific discussion of 
these services as they relate to feminist issues. 

To ask questions, or pose comments, please contact the 
Internet Connection by calling (413)549-INET, writing PO Box 
2727, Amherst, MA 01004, faxing (413)665-0453 or electronic mait 
at inetcon@shaysnet.com. 


Introduction to the 
internet 


by Victoria A. White, Owner of The Internet Connection in Amherst, 
MA 

What is the Internet? 

We can define what the Internet is in many different ways. 
We can do it semantically, in other words what is the word 
Internet? Or we can do it technically; what is the technical 
phenomenon of the Internet? We can define it socially by the 
numbers of individuals and businesses on the Internet. Or we can 
do it conceptually, asin what does it feel like to beon the Internet? 

As for the word Internet, it is a capitalized noun, hence the 
term the Internet. You can use it as an adjective as well, for 
example if someone states that they received a piece of electronic 
mail on the Internet, that would be Internet mail. 

What is the Internet technically? Technically it is anetwork 
of networks,approximately 2 million host computers that are 
linked together worldwide. 

_ The Internet originated in 1969, with the name ARPANET. 
ARPA stands for Advanced Research Projects Agency which was 
a part of the Defense Department. Originally 4 universities were 
networked and by 1972 fifty universities and military sites were 
connected. 1972 was the first time the word Internet was used, as 
a shortcut for the InterNetworking Working Group. 

To access this network of networks, one needs access to a 
computer, with communications software, a phone line and a 
modem all at the same time. A modem is a modulator/demodulator 
which is a device that converts computer data into tones that the 
telephone system can understand and transmit. A modem is 
required at both ends of the transmission of these tones between 
each of the computers. 

Socially the Internet experience is defined by the commu- 
nity of approximately 30 to 50 million people and businesses that 
are online. Since the Internet has it roots in the ARPANET project 
no one knows for sure just how many people are online. One 
thing that is known is that 10 million of the current users have 
come online within the past year. Current expectations are for 
125 million businesses and individuals to be online by the year 
2000. 

Many users are on commercial services such as CompuServe, 
America Online and the like. These systems provide some Internet 
access. The majority of the Internet users connect either from 
colleges or universities while many connect through private 
Internet Service Providers to obtain full Internet access. 

And what is the Internet conceptually? Conceptually it may 
be thought of as rivers and streams of information flowing 
together. These bodies of water may be envisioned as pooling 
together, becoming a large ocean. You may be familiar with the 
term “surfing the ‘Net”. While the origin of that term is un- 
Known, it certainly seems appropriate. 

The Internet is also experienced by many as a lattice of 
communities within a global village. Specific advantages to 
many types of communities that also exist outside of the Internet 
are available; especially to women, small business owners, the 
hearing impaired, physically challenged, and gay and lesbian 
communities. 

This oceanic communications frontier, then, is based of 
many rivers, also known as Internet services. Next month we 
will swim these rivers noting the particular points of interest for 
the feminist community. 
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Pizza 


BOYCOT 


Rush Limbaugh, that right-wing crusader against 
all things progressive, has gotten himself a 
new job - advertising spokesperson for Pizza 
Hut restaurants. After seeing the successful 
boycotts of both Florida Orange Juice and 
Snapple Soda for the same poor marketing 
decision, we don't know what they were 
thinking. Let Pizza Hut know how you feel 
about the message of hate being sg 

new employee! Call the toll- 

free number below to let them 

know you won't be buying any 

pizza until they FLUSH RUSH!! 


SAY NO. 


Women’s Clothing & Accessories 


Williamstown 
413.458.9858 


Brattleboro 
802.254.4421 


Amherst 
413.253.2563 
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Sunday at the river with Johanna, 
Evelin 
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Global Women’s Project was created to connect North Americans 
to the daily lives and social movements of women around the world, 
especially in developing countries. The founders share a commit- 
ment to global feminism and to experiential education. We want to 
give students in the United States the opportunity to expand their 
world views by experiencing another culture, another history and 
another reality. We are working toward the effort of the women’s 
movement in this country to expand its awareness beyond racial, class 
and national boundaries. And we believe that personal connections 
are crucial to developing the depth of understanding, solidarity and 
passion that will lead to true social change. 

Together, with our 1995 group we are publishing a newsletter and 
planning several multimedia presentations to share what we learned from 
our travel with others here in the United States. We are also in the 
preliminary stages of creating connections in several countries in Africa 
and Asia to expand our network and begin developing strategies for 
other programs. Plans for a January 1996 trip to Nicaragua are being 


All photos 
by Heather O'Brian 


women. Women are responsible 


made now. 


Global 
Woman's 
Project 
Leads First 
Trip to 
Nicaragua 


by Laura Finnney 

Global Women’s project led its 
first trip to Nicaragua in January, 
1995. I was among the eight women 
who went. For most of us, it was our 
first venture into a third-world 
country, and, for all of us, it was the 
first trip with such a political agenda. 
We had several goals for our trip: 
first, to learn about Nicaraguan cul- 
ture through the experiences of the 
women there; second, to learn about 
the growing national women’s 
movement; and third, to gain a 
perspective on the living conditions 
in the poorest of Central American 
countries. 

Our goal as a group was to 
bring back to our women’s move- 
ment at home an understanding of 
and a connection with the grass- 
roots women’s movement in Nica- 
ragua. My goal asa participant was to 
shake up my world. I wanted to 
broaden my perspective. I needed to 
know how women in other parts of 
the world live their daily lives, es- 
pecially when faced with the obstacles 
of life in Nicaragua today. This trip 
gave me that much-needed per- 
spective, and the beginnings of a 
sense of connectedness with women 
half a world away. I would like to 
share some of my impressions and 
discoveries about Nicaragua and 
about the impact these discoveries 
have had on me. 

We arrived in Nicaragua with 
some interviewers with government 
officials, feminist organizers, health 


-professionals, poets and political ac- 


tivists pre-arranged. While we were 
there, we met and interviewed cof- 
fee pickers, housecleaners, shop- 
keepers, street vendors, mothers, 
and daughters. From them we 
learned about the pervasive and 
damaging effects of machismo on 
the entire culture; we learned 
about the hardships placed on the 
women by an economy in which 
there is anational unemployment 
rate of 60% (which rises to 80% in 
some rural areas). We learned how 
women provide for their families 
when their companeros get laid 
off or leave: by working in the 
informal sector, making tortillas 
or cuajada (a salty cheese) to sell 
in the street, or buying and resell- 
ing lottery tickets and bottles of 
soda. By talking to women in the 
barrios , we learned that, not un- 
like our own movement, the for- 
mal women’s movement and the 
concept of feminism is still too 
abstract for the practical realities 
of many women’s lives. 

Life in Nicaragua is difficult 
for men and women alike, but the 
economic and social situation pre- 
sents unique hardships for 


for maintaining life in the domes- 
tic sphere, which means that when 
husbands become unemployed, 
the women must provide, some- 
how, for the family, in addition to 
the chores of cooking, gathering 
water and wood, washing clothes. 
Domestic violence is common, and 
women we talked to told of how it 
became worse when the husband 
was laid off. Health care is avail- 
able, but medicine is too costly for 
most Nicaraguans. information on 
family planning is limited, and 
birth control is expensive. Abor- 
tions are illegal, and most of the 
women’s health clinics which we 
talked to did not even discuss it. 
Women are caught between the 
effects of the Catholic Church, 
which opposes the use of birth 
control and abortions, and the re- 
alities of the poverty in which 
they live, for which they see no 
end. Even current government 
programs are becoming 
privatized—education and medicine, 
specifically, are becoming too costly 
for Nicaraguans, due to privatization 
in the current economy. 

The economy, machismo, 
limited health care, limited employ- 
ment opportunities, limited infor- 
mation about family planning, high 
incidence of domestic violence and 
maternal mortality— each one of 
these barriers could break one’s 
spirit, yet many of the women we 
talked to continue to fight for 
women’s rights. They educate 
other women, they form networks, 
they help each other. Mothers are 
teaching their daughters to plan 
their careers, and not to focus on 
getting a boyfriend. Youth pro- 
grams are working with teenag- 
ers to educate them about respon- 
sible sexuality and the damaging 
effects of machismo on relation- 
ships. And the movement is pro- 
gressing. Even though much of 
the movement is centralized in 
the urban areas, with less con- 
nection to peasant women, the 
women are growing and diversi- 
fying. More and more work is be- 
ing done at a grass-roots level, by 
going into the countryside to work 
with women on family planning, 
literacy, and teaching marketable 
skills like cosmetology and sew- 
ing. In the cities, the same grass- 
roots approach is used to build com- 
munity support systems for 
women. 

We learned how a small but 
growing movement is working to 
better the living conditions for 
women in its country. They facean 
uphill battle, trying to counterthe 
effects of the pervasive machista 
ideology, the predominant Catholic 
faith, and a government which has 
survived forty years of dictatorship 
followed by ten years of civil war. 
Today, the governmentis still very 
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Hanging out at the river 


Playing games in the schoolyard in 
Barrio Alacran 


Barrio Alacran 
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at the river 


Picking coffee at the coffee collective 
La Fundadora 


Victoria and Rita, mother and daughter 
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unstable, and many of the people 
with whom we spoke expressed great 
apathy or fear about the upcom- 
ing presidential elections in Feb- 
ruary 96. Nonetheless, the women 
have voting power, and have made 
their needs known to those run- 
ning for president. While the 
women’s movement is not affili- 
ated with any particular candi- 
date, they are presenting their 
interests as a platform, and are 
looking to support a candidate who 
will work for women’s rights. 

I went to understand more 
about my position as a change- 
agent. I needed to know where I fit 
in working for change, for women 
as well as for minority women. 
This trip gave me the opportunity 
to explore another culture and 
another women’s movement. It 
gave me insight into my role and 
responsibility, as a women and as 
a feminist, to be an agent of 
change. Daisy Zamora, poet and 
political activist, spoke to us one 
morning in Managua, and reminded 
all of us of our responsibility to 
world-wide social change. She left 
us feeling the power of our posi- 
tions as educated North American 
women: “If you change your coun- 
try, which is the last of the em- 
pires, then you change the world.” 
We’re on our way. 

For more information about 
Global Women’s Project, please write 
to the organization at 38 Clive St. #2, 
Jamaica Plain MA, 02130; or phone 
617/522-1898. 


Individual & Couples Therapy for. 


Lesbians/ Goys/ Bisexuals / Friends 
Springfield, MA 


Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-2822 


Lesbian & Bisexual Women's Therapy Group 
Exploring Your Sexual Orientation Group 
Free Sfid Teen Group 


CAT CHApIN. Lies 


586-5355 
Feminist Therapy 
Survivors of Incest (\ 
Sexual Abuse 

Grief & Loss 


eats Fee Scale from $25 
Most Insurance Accepted 
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200,000 
Rally For 
Women’s 
Rights 


Reprinted with permission from 

A big crowd estimated by or- 
ganizers at 200,000 demonstrated 

(in Washington) April 9 to demand 
an end to violence against women. 

The rally filled the 11 block 
mall in front of the Capitol. Most 
had come from the East Coast, but 
some came from as far away as 
Alaska, California, Colorado, 
Florida, lowa, and Minnesota. 

The National Organization for 
Women Organized the event. The 
initial idea was to focus on the 
struggle against wife beating, rape 
and other forms of violence 
against women. - 

But after 1994 ended with the 
murder of two women workers at 
Brookline, Mass., abortion clinics 
and 1995 opened with the Con- 
tract-With-America attack on wel- 
fare and other social programs 
that heavily affect women, the 
focus broadened. 

This became the first national 
women’s demonstration to link 
together issues of economic, so- 
cial, political and physica] attacks 
against women. It was also the first 
major national protest against the 
Contract with America. 

NOW President Patricia Ire- 
land had said, “ With this rally we 
are launching a nationwide, 
grassroots campaign to stop vio- 
lence against women and to un- 
derscore the undeniable links be- 
tween physical attacks on women, 
terrorist attacks at abortion clin- 
ics and political attacks in Con- 
gress. 

As a result, a record number 
of organizations -702 - endorsed 
the rally. These included colleges, 
women’s health clinics, civil 
rights groups, lesbian and gay 
organizations, legal associations, 
rape crisis centers, welfare rights 
groups, religious groups, labor 
unions, environmentalists and 
socialists. Some groups, like the 
YWCA, organized in many of their 
chapters. 
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ewl ave acontract 

Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
Washington’s non-voting repre- 
sentative in Congress, opened the 
rally with a rousing welcome. 
Then National Welfare Rights 
Union President Marion Kramer 
said: “I represent over 80 million 
people who are forced to live be- 
low the poverty line. We will have 
a contract- and it will be up and 
out of poverty now.’ 

“We must stop homelessness, 
which is violence. We must stop 
battering of women, which is vio- 
lence. Even if that means going to 
jail or turning this government 
upside down.” 

Farm Workers Vice President 
Dolores Huerta pointedly de- 
manded that the crowd take on the 
fight against racism. "No immi- 
grant or teenage mother was re- 
sponsible for the bankruptcy of 
Orange County, Calif.” she said. 

“We must all stand together- 
Latino, African American, Asian, 
Native, and white.” 

Shannon Lowney was a clinic 
worker killed in Brookline. Her 
sister Megan said: ”My sister was 
killed for believing in women’s 
right to choose. I challenge you to 
take control. Act now to defend 
our rights. 

Evelyn Smith, a battered 
woman who was acquitted al- 
though she admitted killing her 
husband, said: ”"We’re not going to 
take it any more. We’re angry. 
We’re going to use our anger as 
fuel to help fight domestic vio- 
lence.” 

Katie Koestner, a survivor of 
date rape who now organizes sup- 
port programs for women on col- 
lege campuses, said: "Men have 
said to me that rape is a tradition, 
and you can’t change that. But we 
will.” 

Noting that Dr. Martin Luther 
King was buried on April 9, 1968, 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson urged the 
women to follow in Kings foot- 
steps. He said: ”The attack on Aid To 
Families with Dependent Children 
is really an attack on women and 
children. If they were real men, 
they'd attack aid to families of de- 
pendent corporations. 

“Lets fight together. We want 
justice for everybody. Racial jus- 
tice. Economic justice. Political 
justice.” 


providing affordable 


Latino Lesbian and Gay Organiza- 
tion said, “Every time a lesbian is 
bashed she is a victim of the war 
against humanity.” Mandy Carter, 
representing the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task force, said that “hate 
is not a family value. Attacks on 
lesbians and gays are not a family 

e.” 

Ne coil Jackson of the Coali- 
tion of Labor Union Women intro- 
duced a delegation of a dozen union 
women. She linked organized fa- 
bor to the women’s struggle and 
conclude with an appeal to fight 
for affirmative action. 

Representatives from the 
Young Feminists Conference, 
which took place April7-8, enthu- 
siastically pledged to carry on the 
fight. Over 1200 young women had 
attended the conference. 

At the conference, issues such 
as date rape, battering, lesbian 
oppression and women’s health 
issues had been addressed. Lisa Ti- 
ger, a Native Activist, shared her 
experiences as a woman with HIV 
and said women must be educated 
about AIDS prevention. 

Potential was there 

Many rally speakers empha- 
sized fighting racism and strug- 
gling against the attacks on the 
most oppressed women. And they 
received an enthusiastic response 
from the crowd, which was mostly 
young white women. 

But a greater effort could have 
been made to bring poor women- 
including the women of color who 
are the primary target of all the 
racist propaganda against wel- 
fare-to the rally. It also would have 
been strengthened if the unions, 
which have a great deal to lose if 
the Contract attack proceeds, had 
been better represented. 

Many in the crowd were les- 
bians, and strong support for their 
struggle was evident. 

NOW President Patricia Ire- 
land gave a militant oration vili- 
fying the contract. But she 
summed up by looking toward 1996 
elections. 

There was no march, which 
is unusual for a mass demonstra- 
tion in Washington. Yet judging 
by the crowd’s response to the 
most militant speeches, people 
were eager to take some kind of 
action. 


The Internet Connection 


© Internet training and consulting 


© Internet seminar series 


® Information gathering, document delivery 


for individuals and small businesses. 
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Vegetarian Restaurant 
68 Masonic Street (next to the firehouse} 
Northampton, #14 01089 413-586-8011 Srnoke free! & 
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 12-9pm : 
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The Internet Connection 
Phone (413)549-INET 
(413)665-0453 


P.O.:Box 2727 
Amherst, MA 01004 
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Offering Healthy, Eclectic 
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Church of the Epi 
a progressive Catholic conte 
gathering to celebrate Liturgy ev- 
ery Sunday at 6:00 p. m. at the First 
Congregational Church of 
Amherst. 165 Main St., Amherst 
MA. Come and celebrate God’ 
Goodness with Us. For informa- 
tion about liturgy, discussion and 
study groups, spirituality and re- 
ligion classes, service projects, 
social activities and other events, 

lease call Rev. Morgan Forrest at 
413-533-5228. 

National Day of Protest to 
Defeat the Contract on 
America May 6. NYC rally 1 pm 
Times Square. The National 
People’s Campaign is a broad- 
based, growing coalition with over 
400 endorsing organizations and 
prominent individuals around the 
country It is dedicated to defeat- 
ing the Contract on America and 
all similar attacks on the people. 
We believe that no one should be 
deprived of housing, education, 
healthcare, child nutrition or a 
decent job. We oppose the 
scapegoating of welfare recipi- 
ents and immigrant workers— 
documented and undocumented, 
attacks on affirmative action, on 
women, and lesbians and gays. The 
Boston organizing center/contact 
person is (617)522-6626. 

Women: Don’t let your lack 
of medical insurance keep you 
from getting early detection of 
breast cancer. The Breast Health 
Project ‘of ithe Family Planning 
Council of Western Mass offers: 

° Medical clinics in 
Northampton, Greenfield, 
Amherst, and Belchertown which 
are free to women who have no 
medical insurance or who have a 
high deductible and who are over 
40 or who have a close family his- 
tory of breast cancer. The clinics 
offer comprehensive physical 
exams with basic lab work, pap 
smears, and referrals for free 
mammograms including free 
mammograms for women during 
the off-year when medicare 
doesn’t pay. To schedule an ap- 
pointment in Greenfield call 773- 
5403: in Amherst, Belchertown, or 
Northampton call 586-2539. 


Petronella 


equals Lucia Russett and 
Sandy Opatow, self-described as a 
“NYC folk duo.” Their sweet voices 
are accompanied by strongly ca- 
pable instrumentation. The debut 
CD of seven songs is called “Where 
You Are,” which includes femi- 
nist reflections on life, sometimes 
sensually haunting lyrics, and 
nostalgic 
rememberings. Catch their per- 
formance at the Black Sheep Cafe, 
79 Main St., Amherst, May 26th, 
8:00 p.m. Cover charge is $4, stu- 
dents $3. (413) 253-3442. 


sometimes 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


e LEAH, the Lesbian Educa- 
tion and Health component, which 
provides the above services spe- 
cifically for lesbians. 

e Volunteer and intern op- 
portunities in the clinics and of- 
fice. 

The Valley Women’s Mar- 
tial Arts offers Free introduc- 
tory Self Defense Workshops for 
Women and Girls ages 12 and up. 
Saturday, 2-5 p. m. May 20 and 
June 17, please pre-register. Also 
Karate, Self Defense and Modern 
Arnis for Women and Girls, Ages 7 
and up. New students start the 
first full week of each month in 
Easthampton and Greenfield. 
Please call 527-0101 for more in- 
formation and to pre-register. 
Spaces are wheelchair accessible. 
Please call to arrange for special 
needs. 

ARISE for Social Justice, the 
low-income rights organizationin 
Springfield announces its Health 
Care Access Information Line 
(413) 827-0118. If you need help 
getting the health care you need 
or figuring out how to pay for the 
healthcare you need, call for help 
including the free care pool, a 
free prescription drug program, 
healthy kids program, centercare 
program, medicaid questions. 

The Tapestry of Ritual 
Child Abuse: Past, Present, and 
Future, Third Annual Conference 
sponsored by Believe the Children 
and SAVE, survivors and victims 
empowered. June 16-18 Arling- 
ton Heights, [llinois.. FMI call 
(708)515-5432. 

Spinsters Ink, a well- 
known feminist book publisher, 
is relocating from Minneapolis to 
Duluth, MN on April 17, 1995. Spin- 
sters Ink will be taking up resi- 
dence in Duluth’s newly created 
Building for Women. The build- 
ing houses other women’s orga- 
nizations engaged in feminist 
work. Spinsters Ink will also be 
joining a strong well-established 
publishing community in Duluth. 
Spinsters Ink was founded in 1978 
to produce vital books for diverse 
women’s communities. In 1986 we 
merged with Aunt Lute to become 


Spinsters/Aunt Lute. In 1990, the 
Aunt Lute Foundation became an 
independent nonprofit publish- 
ing program. In 1992, feminist/ 
philanthropist Joan Drury took 
over Spinsters Ink and moved the 
company to Minneapolis. 

Women of Diversity Pro- 
ductions announces they are 
seeking short fiction containing sig- 
nificant Lesbian content for in- 
clusion in Lesbian Short Fiction, a 
new English language periodical 
to premiere in the Spring of 1996. 
Stories from various genres ac- 
cepted—mystery, humor, fantasy, 
science fiction, horror, gothic, 
romance, etc.—of 10,000 words or 
less. Payment of 1 cent per word 
plus 2 copies upon publication. 
Deadline for inclusion in Issue 1 is 
May 30th, 1995. Send SASE for 
guidelines to jinx Beers, Editor, 
Lesbian Short Fiction, 6507 
Franrivers Ave, West Hills, CA 
91307. Send typed, double spaced 
manuscripts to same address. I[n- 
clude your legal name, full ad- 
dress, and telephone number 
along with a SASE with postcard 
for acknowledgment of receipt of 
ms. Ms received without SASE will 
not be returned. Ms received not 
typed will not be read. FMI call 
Jinx Beers at 818-704-7825. 

The NAAFA Fat Feminist 
Caucus presents a Fat Women’s 
Gathering June 9, 10, &11. The 
gathering is for women and lesbi- 
ans who are fat, large, and of size 
and their thin female allies and 
will include workshops on a vari- 
ety of topics, a talent show, a 
clothes and fat positive things for 
sale, a raffle, swimming , network- 
ing and more. It will take place at 
the Marriott Hotel in Rocky Hill 
Conn., one hour south of 
Northampton. If you are inter- 


ested in attending presenting a 
workshop, being a vendor or 
knowing more please call 413-586- 
1286 or write to NAAFA Feminist 
Caucus, P.O. Box 163, Northampton, 
MA, 01060. 


Women and Relation- 
ships therapy group for 
women who want to improve their 
relationships with the people in 
their lives. Meets Monday nights 
from 7-9 in Amherst. Openings 
now for new members. Call 253- 
5494. ; 

“Fighting Back, Fighting 
Forward”,a televised self defense 
program produced by Valley 
Women’s Martial Arts, is being shown 
on Northampton Community Tele- 
vision (cable channel 2) every 
Wednesday night at 10:00 PM. The 
series, which can be viewed start- 
ing with any of the six segments, 
will be repeated regularly. It will 
also appear on some of the other 
local community access stations 
eventually. For more information 
call Valley Women’s Martial Arts 
at 527-0101. 

Global Women’s Project 
is sponsoring a guided travel and 
study program, focusing on in- 
tensive exploration of Nicaraguan 
women’s lives, concerns and or- 
ganizations in both urban and 
rural communities. For more in- 
formation call 617-522-1898 or 
write to Global Women’s Project, 
38 Clive Street #2 , Jamaica Plain, 
Massachusetts 02130. 

The National Letter Car- 
riers Association is sponsor- 
ing a food drive for the Amherst 
Survival Center in May. The 


Amherst Survival Center reminds - 


the community that contrary to 
popular belief, the need for do- 
nated food is greater during the 
summer months since children 
are not receiving school lunches 
and breakfasts. Please leave non- 
perishable food items by your 
mailboxes on Saturday, May 13th. 
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The UMass Arts Council will 
be sponsoring thesis shows at the 
Student Union Art Gallery May Ist 
through 9th. 

May 1-5:Leah Cross; ceramic 
sculpture, Carolyn Jones; ceramic 
sculpture 

May 8-12: Erika Fowles; 
sculpture, Stephanie L. Rosenberg; 
paintings and drawings 

These events are free and open 
to the public. Gallery hours are 
Monday thru Friday 11-4. 

1995 Feminist Lecture Se- 
ries 

May 4-Eleanor Roosevelt, Part 
2. Blanche Wiesen Cook. W.1.T.C.H.on 
the move will travel to hear Blanche 
present more on Eleanor Roosevelt, 
a preview of Volume 2, in fact. Res- 
ervations reqired. Phone forinfor- 
mation. 

May 11- 7:30 PM Heroic and 
Outrageous Women In Song. Anabel 
Graetz. The founder of Light & Song, 
Inc. commemorates in story and 
song, the lives of corageous women 
of our past. Crone’s Harvest, Jamaica 
Plain. 

May 18th-7:30 PM Women's 
Cancer: Words From Survivors. 
Women's Community Cancer 
Project. Members of this activist 
group will present readings from 
their published and unpublished 
work. Crone’s Harvest, J.P. 


CALENDAR 


Information on any of these 
lectures can be obtained by calling 
617-666-0828. 

May 3- Leslie Hoffman will be 
speaking at noon in the Campus 
Center Room 917 as part of the 
Lesbian, Gay , Bisexual Studies Brown 
Bag Series. Admissionis free. Topicis: 
“The Effort To Make Public Schools 
Safer For Gay And Lesbian Students.” 

May 4- Queer Fest, all day 
events featuring gay, lesbian and 
bisexual performers, singers, poets, 
comedians, and local vendors. This 
event will be held at the Campus 
Pond and Student Union from 11AM 
to 5PM. For more info call 545-4824, 
54-LAMDA, pglbc@stuaf.umass.edu 
or via UMass Gopher. 

May 4- Queer Fest dance at 9PM 
in the Student Union Ballroom. 
FREE 

May 5-7- A photographic 
exhibition of female nudes & live folk 
rock music by Dianne Whelan and 
Louise Orieux will be at the North 
Star. Reception and music perfor- 
mance will be on May 7th at 7 PM. 

May 9- Judith Haberstam, 
Professor of Literature at the Uni- 
versity of California at San Diego, will 
be giving a videoclip presentation 
entitled “Looking Butch: A Rough 
Guide To Butches on Film.” This 
event will be held at 7:30 PM in 
Campus Center Room 165. Admis- 
sion is free. 


May 10- Judith Halbersham 
will also be giving a presentation 
entitled “Female Masculinity” This 
presentation will be addressing the 
theoretical foundations of her 
videoclip production “Looking 
Butch...” (See May 9). This is part of 
the Lesbian , Gay, Bisexual, Brown 
Bag Lecture Series. It will be held 
at noon in Campus Center Room 
165. 

May 13- Sleeveless Theater 
will be performing an evening of 
Comedy Improvisation at the First 
Churches of Northampton on Main 
Street. The performance will be- 
gin at 8:00 and tickets are $6. For 
more info call 585-8615 or 584- 
6211. 

May 14 to 18- Sunny Miller 
will have an exhibition at 
Hampden Gallery called “Common 
Ground and the Village of Affec- 
tion”. Miller explains-”This show 
emphasises the role of art as a 
cultural conduit. I made bowls for 
the everyday contact people are 
likely to have with them later, and 
for the wholeness and openness 
they embody.” 

Now through May 14- An 
audio-visual exhibit of homeless 
women is now showing at the Zone 
Art Center in Springfield. 


May 19- Pioneer Valley Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual Youth Project will 
be sponsoring adance for any youth 
under 20. For more info call the Youth 
Project at 413-584-4213 (local 
calls) or call toll free 800-547-0004. 

May 19- Body Words/Body 
Worlds: Janet Aalfs and Chaia Heller 
will explore the delicious and chal- 
lenging terrain of lesbian identity, 
physicality and everyday life. 

May 20-7-9 PM Linée 
Peroncel will be performing at 
The North Star. 

May 21 - 9:30 PM Justina & 
Joyce will be performing for the de- 
but of their new album at the Iron 
Horse. 

May 27- Sue Berkhart , jazz 
guitarist, will be performing at The 


North Star. Pp 
oe 
News Brief 


The American Medical Women’s 
Associations (AMWA) presented its 
annual National Reproductive Health 
Award to Jane Hodgson, MD, from St. 
Paul, Minnesota. In 1971, Dr. 
Hodgeson became medical director 
of the Preterm Clinicin Washington, 
DC, one of the first and most influ- 
ential abortion clinics in the U.S. She 
has since founded several abortion 
Clinics in Minnesota and, at age 79, is 
still providing abortions to women.- 
—from On Thelssues 


The Pioneer Valley can take great pride in the very accomplished voices of Justina & Joyce. Their first album, 

“So Strong,” was exciting; their second, “Rhythms, Rhymes and Tides” with a different character than the first has 
its own emotional and political depth. The songs are beautiful and beautifully executed. The album features Jaime 
Morton’s “One Out of Three,” a moving call-to-action song about the breast cancer epidemic. Watch for VWV’s full 
review in the June issue. ; 
Come celebrate the release of Justina & Joyce’s new album 

“Rhythms, Rhymes and Tides” 
Sunday, May 21, 1995, 7 p.m. 
at the IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL. 
20 Center St., Northampton 


Tickets: 


$8.50/advance or $10.50/door 


(413)586-8686 or 1-800/THE TICK 


